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encouraging. The services of a religious nature, during our 
meeting, were interesting ina high degree ; and the viewsthat 


were suggested, and impressions that were made will, we trust, 
nat be soon forgotten. | pocgrding to the intimation in our 


last letter, we would request your attention to the Sting 


suggestions On the the Tongue. 


| cs 


‘The of men to is 


jin the power of speech ; by which they impart to each other 


their thoughts and sentiments. This faculty, asit. brings the 


social elements into contact, and forms them into a permanent 

_ and agreeable union, is the most general and efficacious bond 
of human society. It is the great means of maintaining the 
intercourse of life, of conducting the affairs of individuals, 
and the transactions of nations. When it is properly em- 
- ployed, it diffuses knowledge, multiplies and heightens 


innocent enjoyments, inflames devout and virtuous senti- 


ments, and gives decorum and regularity to the conduct, 

When it is abused, it spreads or confirms error and prejudice, 

Offers insult to the Divine Being, excites appetite, or foments 

passion, poisons the sources of happiness, debases the humap 

@haracter, and fore of and 


ie 


| 
‘Though it i of importance to govern well 
a power of such extensive influence, it is far from being 2 
common attainment. various ways, indeed, in which 
the faculty of speech may be abused, cannot be supposed 
unknown to any persons, who have learnt the first elements 


of Christian duty. They must know, that blasphemy, com- 
mon swearing, jesting with the attributes of God, the 


"revelation of his mind, or whatever relates'to his providence 
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Nor can it be 


3 


| that evil of ‘others, in ‘the way of slander or 
-detraction, violate. the rules both of justice and charity; and 
that while lascivious talk, in obscene or modest phrases, 

‘is inconsistent with purity of mind and modest demeanour, 
conversation habitually light and frivolous, is beneath the 


dignity of reasonable, and, much more, of itmmortal beings. 
ry to spend many words in describing 
to you, breth the proper use of the powers. of speech. 
You are all vm that they ought to be directed to promote 


| the glory of God, to minister to the gratification or improve- 


ment of our fellows, or to further our own interests or 


| happiness. In this case, however, as in most others, it is _ 


much more common t to observe the im proprieties and offences 
into which persons fall, than to avoid them; and it is much 


_ easier to perceive in what correct conduct consists, than to 
understand how 
therefore, to shew how we may learn to govern our tongue. 
A few hints. to 


it may be maintained. It may be of use, 


this purpose shah form. the me of the 


1. Speech is the of The 
‘conceits, with which the mind is always pregnant, :are 
brought forth in discourse. As the offspring partakes of the 
‘properties of the parent, a man’s speech faithfully exhibits 
_ the nature and q lities of his thoughts... That persons so 
generally utter folty and impertinence, fill up their conversa- 
tion with matters trifling or mischievous, must in part be 
ascribed to their ignorauice. Of those who talk to no purpose, 
“many would utter it, if they had any thing of importance to 
say. To use the power of speech well, therefore, it is 
essential to fill the mind with knowledge, to imbue it with the 
_ principles of wisdom. He who acquires the knowledge of 


who stores his mind with the of 
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be furnished for all occasions. For the purpose of 
time, or : ravoiding the imputation of dulness or stupidity, he 
_ will not be tempted to digress into absurdity or nonsense. 
The riches of his mind will spontaneously diffuse them- 
selves in ‘agreeable, or edifying discourse. Understanding, 
_ says Solomon, is a ‘well-spring of life, to him that hath it,* a 
perennial fountain that i issues from the lips, ina salubrious 
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Every person, above the pressure of poverty, thinks 
it incumbent on him to present, with a becoming repast, his 
friends and acquaintance, when they oblige him with their 
company. But 60 little is the true nature of human beings 


considered, so-habitual is it to regard them as mere animals, 
susceptible of only sensual gratification, that scarce any man 
deems it a part of his concern, to be capable of affording his 
guests rational entertainment, of contributing his part to 
a conversation adapted to exhilarate the mind, or improve the 


_@. Our words are very much influenced by our sentiments 
and temper. .The dispositions of our minds are usually be- 


-trayed in our discourse. According as a man is of a good or 
__ bad temper, sullen or cheerful, mild or severe, morose or gay, 
_ querulous or contented, his conversation will be more or less 


_ agreeableand becoming. The passions agitating and swelling 


‘the miod, will not be restrained. When the mental con- 
stitution is distempered, bad humours will be continually 
evacuated in discourse. Of the improprieties into which 
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Or 


the engaging ‘qualities, that distinguish the conversation of 
others, arise from the propriety, sweetness, ‘and moderation 
of their habitual sentiments. ‘How can yé, said our Lotd to 
the Pharisees, being evil, speak good things: For out of the 


abundance of the heart, the mouth speaketh. A good man out | 
| of the good treasure of his heart, bringeth forth good things : 


and an evil man out of the treasure of his heart, _Bringeth 


“There being an timate connexion between our ‘aie: 
positions and words, it is necessary for, him who would 
govern his . tongue, to rule his spirit. ‘He must bring his 
dispositions and habits under proper regimen. ‘He must keep 
his heart with all diligence. In proportion as he reduces his 
passions to the control of reason and truth, as he habitually 
cherishes right sentiments, he. will be. preserved from of- 
fending with his tongue. He will escape the errors into 
which others are burried by the disorders of their minds. 


He will not be excited by any internal emotion, to utter any 


thing offensive to God, injurious to his neighbour, or de- 
grading to himself. To keep the appetites within the limits 
of moderation, to subordinate the inclinations to the dictates 


of the divine will, is to exhaust the most copious source of 


or mischi ievous discourse. 


The heart of the wise, says Solomon, teacheth Wis 
and addeth learning to his lips.t When the dispositions of 


our minds are well regulated, while they will’ preserve ts 


sallies of | Passion, irregularities of temper and habit; ‘while 
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_ themselves. Sentiments becoming our telations to God, and 
- to. each other, to objects visible and invisible, will constitute, 
_ in our minds, a species of inspiration, teaching us how, and 


: “3. To govern weil the tongue, it will be found conducive 
to consider our words, both in themselves, and in their 


relations to persons and occasions. To keep up the inter- 
course of life, a vast deal must be spoken that is of little : 


toment. But it cannever be safe tospeak without attending 
i to the import of our words. When they issue from our lips = 
cannot be recalled. ‘No man but has to regret heedless 
| | } a words, uttered without consideration, which were no sooner J 

spoken, than he wished suppressed, and which he has a if 

shoonand times wished had never escaped his lips. Instead ; 
of talking at random, or expressing whatever may casually : 

-_@ccur to our minds, we should habituaie ourselves to weigh 

a our words, to consider whether what weare to utter deserves 
2 to be spoken, whether it be likely to please or give offence, 
i ae to subserve our own interests, or those of our fellows, to 
or the: purrposeess scocciall intercourse. If a 

ai habit of this sort were generally established, it is difficult to (| 

say, how much foolish, vain, or mischievous speech it would 
suppress. It isnot to be supposed that this would render 
| _____ ¢onversation dull or flat. Though less wordy, and perhaps, 
, subject to more frequent pauses, it would acquire spirit and 
force. Weeded of what is noxious or useless, it would 

become more useful and agreeable. It would assume a form 
intellectual and moral matures. 


propriety of what we say, depends upon its 
tothe occasions on which we speak, and to the character 
_ and circumstances. of those to whom we address ourselves. 
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What would be suitable on one occasion, would, on others, be 
highly improper. What would probably please and edify one 
description of persons, would offend, and perhaps injure those 


of a different character, Strains of mirth and gaiety, accord 


not with seasons of sorrow and affliction. Nor will lessons 


of grave and solemn wisdom be acceptable in moments of 
innocent exhilaration and joy. It is in its season that every 


thiog is beautiful. It is a word fitly spoken, that is good, 
A general intention not to give offence, or even to. please, 
will not be sufficient to preserve. us from improprieties of 
speech, if it is not joined with care, to adapt the strain of our 


discourse to circumstances and occasions. © So sensible was | 


the Psalmist of this, that he said, J will keep my mouth with 
a bridle, while the wicked are before me.*» If we would not 
be thought ridiculous, when we wish to appear reasonable ; 
_ togive offence, when we mean to please; toexcite contempt, — 
when we desire to procure esteem; to create impressions 
unfavourable to Christianity, when we intend to recommend , 
its principles, and promote its interests; we must be particu- 


larly careful to adapt our words to the characters of those iat : 


webicle of. thought and sentiment under the control of 
reason. ‘This is the most effectual means of taming. the — 
tongue, of guiding it amidst currents 


‘A. It will conduce to the same purpose, to be habitually 


Psalm 1. 


upon our guard against the temptations that may occur, tu’ 


; 


7 
| 
' 
—— i 
‘ 
i 


* 


— 


nd 
— 
~ 


Ma cult to speak. While the occasions of offending in word, are 


instantaneously. Their force is not impaired by. the time 


of trial, it always affords scope for good and bad conduct. 
| Inducements to'the one, and temptations to the other, con- 
tinually ‘abound. ‘The: critical junctures that daily occur, 
our character. If it is difficult at all times to-act conformably 
to our bigh obligations, as Christians, it is much more diffi- 


much more frequent than those of offending indeed; tempta- 


tions to pervert the powers of speech, like lightning, operate 


requisite to produce its effect. © The mischief takes place 
before reflection is aroused to interpose. To be prepared 
against such sudden shocks, requires a habitual vigilance. 
‘We must be continually awake to what we owe both to God 
and man. If we.forget ourselves, if we close our eyes for a 
moment on the causes that are in all companies active to stimu- 


Gate the quickest and least manageable of our organs, we may 


‘be betrayed into evil. We may be seduced by favourable 
‘occasions of displaying, what we may deem ingenuity and 
‘wit, or of exciting mirth, at the expense of charity, justice, 
and decorum. We may yield to.strong inducements to utter 
what a regard to ourselves, or the interests of our friends, 
oblige us to keepsecret. Opportunities of depressing rivals, 
or retaliating upon ourenemies, by exposing their blemishes, 
‘or giving currency to reports to their discredit, may present 
‘an irresistable lure. That we may not offend in word, 
‘therefore, we must be always on the watch against those 
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The faculty of like. all..the other faculties, with 
which we areendowed, is the gift of God, who has prescribed — 
its use, and required it to be employed according to his will. 
Those, indeed, who are insensible of the claims of the Master 
in heaven, may say, Our tongues are our own, who is lord over 
us! but the disciples of Christ, who are aware of the high and 
peculiar property which the Divine Being ‘has in all their 
powers, can never imagine that they are at liberty to spealt 
as accident, passion, or temporary interest ‘may dictate. 
They will remetnber, that while, as ‘becometh saints, neither 
filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor festing, are to be named 
among, them, while they are to put away lying, ‘and speak 
every man truth with his neighbour ; no cerrupt communication 
ought to proceed out of their mouth, but that which is good, to 


‘Itis an awful that all. our are to 
a.revision; not by our own, reason, or the judgment of the 
most enlightened of our fellows; but by the impartiality of 
the final Judge, ,. By thy, words, said he, while on earth, 
thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou ‘shalt be con- 
demned.t All the words that we shall have uttered, in the 
whole course of our lives, will enter as elements into “the 


"Wothing g contribiates more effectually to an enay and com-_ 
life, than a wise use of the faculty 
of speech. It wi preserve us from, frequent mortification, | 
regrets, vexations, and perplexities. It is the means of 
avoiding contempt,censure, and opposition.’ It will facilitate 


‘ 


iv, ot Matt. xii 37. 


> 
| 
j 
. 
‘ 
7 
« 
e 
: 


_ of superior abilities, it will remove the obstacles that they so 
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will conclliate affection, and serve to raise us a fair reputation. 


It will often supply the want of capacity ; ; and, in the case 


sdditionsl 


Through of in many per- 


| 


sons of acknowledged talents and piety, are always involved 


in difficulties. They embroil themselves with those with 
whom it is their interest to be on terms, and’ give offence to 
those whom they wish to please. They forfeit the esteem. 
that they would otherwise enjoy, and are indebted to com- 
passion and charity, for toleration in society. With their 
character sunk, with manifold prejudices, ‘in. the minds of 
others, to their disadvantage, they fail in their own particular 
schemes, and their attempts to benefit oF fellows prove, in 


To the fat from being a vulgar quali: 


ipposes an eminence of Cliristian virtue. ‘Tf any 
men, says the'apestie James; \offend shot ti word. the same is 


perfect able also to bridle the whole body.* Such a 


person is. of singular worth and goodness. is mental con- 
stitition is nicely tempered and balanced. He punctually 


 falGis all the offices of life. He commits féw'errors, or mis- 


takes. He displays: a degree. of prudence, moderation, bene- 


-‘wolence, and piety, that seldom appears; while his. well 


regulated conversation operates, like a fertilizing river psi 


sing tite, and verdure in its course. 
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from those who observed 
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was, Never man spake like this mat. Our great Master was 
not a preacher, in the common sense of that term. He de~ 
-livered not formal speeches, or regular dissertations. What 
he said was casual, drawn forth by passing incidents. The” 
wisdom, preserved in the Gospels, consists of portions of his 
otdinary conversation. In what he-said, there was an appo- 
siteness and pertinency, which confounded his enemies, a 


by these, or we ¢ imprese upon our 
mind a deep sense of the importance of governing well our 
tongues, it will have @ great influence on our coriversation, 
It will make us solicitous, and careful, to avoid whatever 
May appear improper or unbecoming in our words, We 
shall be induced frequently to review our conversation, that, 
observing the errors and offences, that we commit, we may 
shun them i in future. The little restraint which human laws 
impose on speech, we shall never deem an occasion of licen- 
tious indulgence. We shall think it a duty no less imperious 
to endeavour to govern our tongue, than to form our 
or conduct, on the dictates of wisdom. 


who has effectually the which 
and experience alike inculcate, respecting human ignorance, 
and weakness, and the power of temptation, will have 
-Tecourse to the divine assistance, that he may be enabled not 
only to act, but to speak wisely, and discreetly. With the 
Psalmist he will pray: Set a watch, O Lord, before my 
mouth: keep the door of my lips.* He will earnestly pray 
‘that the divine influence may preserve his tongue from 
evil, and him to have his 
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that the springs of his conversation may be continually 


words or actions, The result of events lies, for the most part, 
beyond the sphere of our observation. But sentences, we 
can sometimes deepens, sock tin whole of our present con- 
dition, and even. have a-sensible i 
A few casual words will, in many cases, there is reason to 
think, -be found having a great effect on the final destiny, 


forming sources of happiness, or misery, in the permanent 
order of things. With regard to his words, therefore, a wise 


man will not lean to his own understanding ; but will trust in 
the Lord with all his heart, He will be earnest in praying 


moved, by that hand, which can with equal ease guide the 
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_ Signed, in behalf of the Association, 
BEAGHTON, Mopzearor. 
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We never perceive, at the time, the consequences of our 


on our character. 
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Tuesday Lvening, vi—Brother Mack, of Clipstone, engaged im prayer; 
Brother Heighton, of Road, was chosen Moderator; the Letters from the 
different Churches read 3 and 

Wednesday Morning, vi.—Met for prayer. ‘The Brethren, Knowle, Bare 

apd Ager, ware engaged. | 
Wedneiday Mon he, half-past for publte Brother 
prayed; Brother John Hall preached from Acts x.31, Brother 
Hall, of Leicester, followed, from Ephesians iii 10. and Mr, Bull, of New. 

| "Capes, of Loughborough, preached at the eame time, inthe plaeot worship 


belonging to the who it for our accommo. 
dation, 

vi.—-Brother Blundelt began in papers 
‘Thursday Morning, vi-—Brethren. and prayed; 


Church of having ‘applied for admission into the 
| The next Association held in Whitsun:week 


9818, when Brethren Burditt and Blundell are expected to preach. Put up 
oe at the Cross Keys. ‘The subject of the next year’s Letter to be, Separation 


| from the World. 
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the Ministers related thei experience during the Inst year. Brother 
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Swaine, ... 
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Hall, 
Daniel, 


49 
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Baptized, 
Received by Letter, 
Restored, 7 
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_ ASSEMBLED « 


the 12th, 13th, and d 14th of May, 


Godhead; eternal and personal election; original are: 
grace in regeneration; t perseverauce real believers; the 
resurrection of the dead ; the future the eternal happiness the 
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tional as die w 
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E were an opportunity ‘of cabeting 
other at the time and place appointed. The information 
from the Ghurehes was as usual varied. Some of themap appear 


in a considerable degree of prosperity, while the. nnn | 
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